Natron Energy Awarded
California Energy
Commission Grant to
Pair Energy Storage with
EV Fast Charging
Natron Deploying Prussian Blue
Battery System with $3M Award
Santa Clara, Calif. – June 12th, 2019
Natron Energy, a provider of battery products using Prussian Blue chemistry,
has been awarded a $3 million grant by the California Energy Commission
(CEC) for “Advanced Energy Storage for Electric Vehicle Charging Support.”
Natron will utilize the funds to manufacture and install a high powered,
long cycle life energy storage system at an EV Fast Charging station.
“Natron Energy has raised the bar in performance, lifetime, and safety of
energy storage based on our patented Prussian blue technology,” said Colin
Wessells, CEO of Natron Energy. “We are thrilled that the CEC selected our
proposal to showcase the benefits of Natron technology for EV Fast Charging.
As the adoption of EV’s continues to grow in California, Natron’s batteries
can provide rapid, high power charging while minimizing stress on the grid.”
The project will result in a cost-competitive, at-scale alternative to Liion batteries, and offer superior performance for the high-power/shortduration dispatch and long cycle life requirements of the EV Fast Charging
market. Natron’s patented technology uses Prussian Blue pigment which
stores and releases energy in the form of sodium ions. Unlike electrode
materials found in most Lithium-ion batteries, Prussian blue enjoys
widespread availability and low cost that make batteries using Prussian
blue electrodes economical, safe, and environmentally friendly.
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IN THE NEWS:

“The Prussian
Blue electrodes
produce a battery
with extremely
low internal
resistance and
high round-trip
energy efficiency.“

Meeting California’s goal of 5 million EVs by 2030 and electrifying rideshare
(SB 1014) will require a dramatic acceleration in the deployment of EV
charging infrastructure, particularly workplace and EV Fast Charging
stations. Energy storage made from Prussian blue chemistry is more
cost-effective and durable than the prevalent battery chemistry of
Lithium-ion. Natron’s Prussian blue technology advantages can
address the market’s primary business challenges, including:
•

Expensive utility distribution upgrade and customer interconnection
costs at higher concentration and charging levels

•

High and uncertain customer bills with demand charges

•

Maximizing the number and level of chargers at each
site given escalating customer acquisition and

•

site preparation costs.

Is Battery Technology
Entering A Blue Period?

“The Energy Commission’s EPIC research program accelerates innovative

by Louise Frampton

technologies to drive the scale of change needed to address the serious
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impacts of climate change,” said California Energy Commission vice chair
Janea Scott. “Projects like Natron Energy’s sodium-ion battery system,
which pairs energy storage with electric vehicle infrastructure, can help
smartly integrate vehicles with no tailpipe pollution into the electric grid.

READ THE STORY:

The system will be installed on the University of California San Diego’s campus.
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UCSD is a national leader in microgrid and EV Fast Charging installations.
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backup power systems, material handling, behind-the-meter applications,

chemistry for a wide variety of energy storage applications ranging from critical
and renewables support. Natron’s batteries offer higher power density, faster
recharge, and significantly longer cycle life than incumbent technologies.
Natron builds its batteries using commodity materials on existing cell
manufacturing lines. Natron was founded as a spin-off from research originally
performed at Stanford University. Natron’s mission is to transform industrial
and grid energy storage markets by providing customers with lower cost, longer
lasting, more efficient, safer batteries. Natron is backed by leading venture
capital investors including Prelude Ventures, Khosla Ventures, and Chevron.
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